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Kirsehir, binlerce yillik tarihi, koklii gelenekleri Kirsehir is an Anatolian city of significance that rises

ve zengin kiiltiiriiyle bozkirin ortasinda yiikselen in the middle of the steppes with its thousands-
onemli bir Anadolu sehri. Diisiiniirler, ozanlar year-old past, entrenched customs, and rich culture.
yetistiren Kirsehir, simdi de miizik alaninda UNESCO  Rearing thinkers and bards, Kirsehir made Turkey
Yaratici Sehirler Agi’'na kabul edilerek Tiirkiye’ye proud by being admitted to the UNESCO Creative
onemli bir gurur yasatiyor. Cities Network in the field of music.
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@ Orta Anadolu Abdallik geleneginin en énemli temsilcisi Kirgehir'de hayat

miizikle i¢ ice yagsaniyor.

In Kirgehir, the most prominent representative of the Central Anatolian Abdal
(Wandering Dervish) tradition, life is interwoven with music.

@ Ahilik tegkilatinin kurucusu Ahi Evran-1 Veli'nin tiirbesini de iceren Ahi
Evran Kiilliyesi sehrin sembol yapilarindan biri.
Housing the mausoleum of Ahi Evran-1 Veli, the founder of the Ahi Order, Ahi
Evran Religious Complex is one of the city’s landmarks.

Kirsehir, Kizilirmak'in

hayat verdigi topraklari,
binlerce yallik tarihi ve dogal
giizellikleri ile Anadolunun
6nemli gehirlerinden biri.
“Ozanlar Diyar1” olarak anilan
sehir yetistirdigi onemli sair,
distiniir, mutasavviflar ile ilim
ve giizel sanatlar dallarinda
onciilitk etmis. Tirk diline
énemli katkilar yapan Agik Pasa,
Ahiligin kurucusu Ahi Evran-1
Veli, gokbilimin kurucularindan
Cacabey Kirgehir'de yagar.
Yunus Emre ve Tapduk Emre
yine bu topraklardan esinlenir.
Bu zengin kiiltiirel miras
sayesinde Kirgehir kisa bir

siire 6nce miizik alaninda
UNESCO Yaratic1 $ehirler Agrna
Turkiye’den dahil edilen ilk
sehir olma unvanina erigti.

5 bin yillik tarihi boyunca
bir¢ok medeniyete ev sahipligi
yapan Kirsehir’i gezerken
zengin ge¢misinin izlerini her
yerde goriiyorsunuz. Tarihi
camilerden medreselere,
hoyiiklerden yer alt1 sehirlerine
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kadar ¢ok farkli degerler ¢ikiyor
karginiza. Hititlerle ismi
anilmaya baglayan Kirsehir,
Persler, Makedonlar, Romalilar,
Bizanslilar, Selcuklular ve
Osmanlilarin egemenligine
girer. Selcuklularin “Giilsehir”
diye isimlendirdigi Kirsehir,

bu dénemde yeniden canlanur.
Ugsuz bucaksiz bozkirin
ortasinda yikselen gehre
sonradan “Kir Sehri” adin:
verilir. Beylikler dsneminde
bircok kez el degistiren bolge,
II. Murat déneminde Osmanh
yonetimine girer.

Sehrin énemli duraklarindan
biri, dinyanin ilk astronomi

ve gokbilimi egitimi veren
merkezlerinden olan Cacabey
Gokbilim Medresesi. Medrese,
1272 yilinda Kirgehir valisi olan
Nureddin Cibril bin Cacabey
tarafindan matematik, fen ve
astronomi egitimi verilmesi
amaciyla yaptirilir. Giineg
sistemindeki gezegenleri
sembolize eden siitunceleri,
rasat kuyusu, aydinlik feneri

With lands regenerated by the river
Kizilirmak, thousands of years of
history and natural beauties,
Kirsehir is one of the most
important cities in Anatolia.
Referred to as the “Land of Bards,”
the city has played a leading role in
sciences and fine arts with the
poets, thinkers, and Sufis it has
raised. Famous residents of
Kirsehir include Asik Pasa who
made great contributions to the
Turkish language; Ahi Evran-1 Vel
the founder of the Ahi Order; and
Cacabey, one of the founders of
astronomy. Yunus Emre and
Tapduk Emre were inspired by
these lands. Thanks to this rich
cultural heritage, recently, Kirsehir
was granted the honor of being the
first city in Turkey to be admitted
to the UNESCO Creative Cities
Network in the music category.
Asyouvisit Kirsehir, which hosted
many civilizations throughout its
5,000-year-old past, you can
observe their traces everywhere.
You come across heritage ranging
from the historical mosques to

madrasas, mounds to underground
cities. Starting to be cited with the
Hittites, Kirgehir was dominated
by the Persians, Macedonians,
Romans, Byzantines, Seljuks, and
Ottomans. Named “Giilsehir”
(Rose City) by the Seljuks, Kirsehir
thrived during their rule. The city
was named “Kir Sehri” (City of the
Prarie) because it rises in between
the endlesss steppes. Changing
hands numerous times during the
rule of the Beyliks, it came under
Ottoman rule during the reign of
Murat II.

One of the city’s important
destinations is the Cacabey
Astronomy Madrasa, the world’s
first astronomy and astrology
education center. The madrasa was
built in 1272 upon the orders of the
Karsehir governor Nureddin Cibril
bin Cacabey as an education center
where mathematics, sciences, and
astronomy were taught. With its
columns symbolizing the planets in
the solar system, an observation
well, lantern, and observation
tower, it features a unique
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ve gozlem kulesi ile egsiz bir
mimariye sahip. Girisindeki

iki renk tas isciligiyle goz
kamagtiran yap: gintmiizde
cami olarak degerlendiriliyor.
Ismi Kirgehir ile 6zdeslesen
Ahi Evran-1 Velinin tiirbesinin
deicerisinde yer aldig1 Ahi
Evran Kiilliyesi sehrin sembol
yapilarindan biri. Ahilik
tegkilatini kuran, Azerbaycan
dogumlu Ahi Evran-1 Velj,
Anadolu’yu dolagtiktan

sonra émriini Kirgehir'de
gecirir. Kardeslik, dayanigma,
paylagma, liyakat anlamina
gelen Ahiligin ilk adimlarini da
burada atar. Tefsir, hadis, fikih,
tasavvuf gibi bircok alanda
kitaplar yazan Ahi Evran, Ahiligi
orgiitleyerek Turkler arasinda
yayginlagmasini saglar. Killiye,
Osmanli zamaninda uzun yillar
Ahilerin manevi merkezi olur.
Kirgehir'in yetigtirdigi isimler
alanlarinda oynadiklar: rollerle
gunumiize kadar ulagsmay1
basarmis. Bugiinkii yazi dilinin

kurulmasinda énemli katkilar
olan Asik Pasa ve Ahmedi
Giilgehri de yine Kirgehirli.
13%incii yuzyilda yagsayan
yazarlar Turkceye sahip ¢ikarak
bugiinlere ulagmasina buytuk
katkida bulunur. Guniimiiz
ustatlarindan Neget Ertas,
Anadolu’da neredeyse en yiiksek
seviyeye ulagan Tturkmen/
Abdal muzik birikiminin yeni
bir terctimaniyd. Yoresel
ozelliklerin agir bastig
turkilerini hem Turkiye'ye hem
de diinyaya bagariyla tanitti.
Bugiinse tistadin anis1 Neget
Ertag Goniil Sultanlar1 Kaltiar
Evi'nde yasatiliyor. icerisinde
Dede Korkut’tan giiniimiize
kadar uzanan ozanlar ve Tiirk
insaninin gonliinde yer etmig
isimler tanitiliyor ve eserleri
dijital ortamda dinlenebiliyor.
Cevizi ile tinlit Kaman ilcesine
geldiginizde Kirsehir'in
gecmisindeki farkl: bir kapiy:
araliyorsunuz. 4 bin 500 y1l
6ncesine uzanan tarihiyle

architecture. The structure, which
is impressive with the bicolored
stonemasonry at its entrance,
serves as a mosque today.

The Ahi Evran Religious Complex,
which is named after and houses
the mausoleum of Ahi Evran-1 Veli,
a figure identified with the city, is
one of the city’s landmarks.
Establishing the Ahi Order, Ahi
Evran-1 Veli, who was born in
Azerbaijan, spent his life in
Kirsehir after moving around all of
Anatolia. He made the first steps of
the Ahi Order establishing the
primacy of brotherhood, solidarity,
sharing, and loyalty. Writing many
books on the interpretation of the
Quran, hadith, figh (Islamic
jurisprudence), and Sufism, Ahi
Evran organized the Ahi Order and
led it to prevalence among the
Turks. During the Ottoman rule,
the religious complex served as the
spiritual center of the Ahi Order for
long years.

Kirsehir has raised many
individuals known today for the

© Yiizyillardir devam eden Abdallik ve bozlak geleneginin temsilcileri olan Asik Said, Muharrem Ertas, Ali Cekic ve Neset
Ertas gibi muzik tstatlar1 Kirgehir'in yetistirdigi 6nemli isimler.
The representatives of the centuries-old Abdal and “bozlak” (a type of folk song) traditions, music mastersAslk Said,
Muharrem Ertas, Ali Cekig, and Neset Ertas are among the important figures from Kirsehir.

roles they played in their respective
fields. A§zk Pasa (Bard Pasha) who
played a great role in the
establishing of today’s literary
language and Ahmedi Giilsehri are
also from Kirsehir. The writers that
lived in the 13 century embraced
Turkish and contributed greatly to
its journey to the present. Among
the contemporary masters, Neset
Ertas was one of the new
performers of the Turkoman/Abdal
musical tradition which reached a
peak in Anatolia. He composed folk
songs rich in local elements, and
successfully introduced them not
only to Turkey but to the whole
world. Today, the legacy of the
master is kept alive in the Neget
Ertas Goniil Sultanlart Culture
House. Here bards and other
figures enshrined in the memory of
Turks from the time of Dede Korkut
together with their work are
presented to visitors.

When you get to the Kaman
borough famous for its walnuts, you
open another door to Kirsehir’s
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Kalehoyiik tipik bir Anadolu
hoyugi. 280 metre capinda,

16 metre yiiksekligindeki
hoyiikte uzun yillardir Japonlar
tarafindan kazi caligmalar
yiritiliyor. 30 yildir devam
eden calismalar sonucunda
yedi medeniyetin izleri ortaya
¢ikarilmig burada. Japon
hiikiimeti tarafindan “kiltarel
mirast koruma programr”
kapsaminda yaptirilan Kaman
Kalehoyiik Arkeoloji Miizesi
hoyiik planiile tasarlanmas.
Yesil cimlerin altinda uzanan
miizede hem kazi faaliyetlerine
tanik oluyor hem de kazilarda
cikarilan eserleri gérme firsati
buluyorsunuz. Ayrica Japonya
disinda kurulmus en buyuk
Japon bahgesi de Kaman'da...
10 binlerce bitki ve agagla
olusturulan bu alan hem yére
halkinin hem de sehre gelenlerin
ziyaret ettigi ilk yerlerden biri
olmus.

Yer iistiinde oldugu kadar yer
altinda da 6nemli zenginlikler
barindiran Kirgehir son
yillarda ortaya ¢ikarilan yer
alt1 sehirleriyle ilgi ¢cekiyor. MS
4’incti ve 5'inci yuzyillarda
bolgede yasayan Hristiyanlarca
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yapildig1 sanilan bityiikli
kiiguikli yer alt1 sehirleri Mucur
ilcesi civarinda toplanmus.
Dulkadirli inli Murat Yer Alt:
Sehri, Kepez Yer Alt1 Sehri
bunlar arasinda en énemlileri.
Yine Mucur civarindaki Uyluk ve
Karadurak sehir kalintilarinin
bityiik kismi yer altinda
olmasina ragmen tarihinin Eti
Uygarligrna kadar uzandig:
distnulayor.

Seyfe Géli, Kirgehir'in tabiat
cennetlerinden biri!.. Gél,

187 gesit kus cinsinin yani

sira diinyanin en biiyiik

past. With its history dating back
4,500 years, Kalehdyiik is a typical
Anatolian “hoyiik” (mound). With a
diameter of 280 meters and a
height of 16 meters, the mound has
been excavated for years by the
Japanese. As a result of the
excavations that have been carried
out for the last 30 years, traces of
seven civilizations have been
unearthed. The Kaman Kalehéyiik
Archaeology Museum that has been
built by the Japanese government
within the scope of a “cultural
heritage conservation program”is
designed with a mound plan. In the

@ Yer alt1 ve yer tstii zenginlikleriyle dikkat ¢eken Kirsehir'de Mucur ilgesi ve civan birgok medeniyetin izlerini gérebileceginiz

yerlerden.

In the Mucur borough and its environs in Kirsehir, which draws attention with its above- and underground riches, you can

trace the trails of a myriad civilizations.

@ Seyfe Golirnde 187 cesit kus tiirii yasyor.

187 different bird species live in Lake Seyfe
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museum, which is underground the
greensward, you can bear witness
to the excavations and get the
chance to see the findings. Also, the
largest Japanese garden set up
outside Japan is in Kaman. Formed
with ten thousand plants and trees,
this area is one of the most favored
spot of both visitors and locals.
Harboring as many riches
underground as it does above it,
Kirsehir draws attention with the
underground cities unearthed in
the recent past. The underground
cities, big and small, believed to
have been built by the Christians
who lived in the region in the 4™
and 57 centuries AD, are
concentrated around the Mucur
borough. The underground cities of
Dulkadirli Inli Murat and Kepez are
the most important among these.
Furthermore, even though a large
section of the ancient ruins of the
cities of Uyluk and Karadurak
around Mucur are underground, it
is believed that they date back to
the time of Hittites.

Lake Seyfe is one of nature’s
sanctuaries in Kirgehir! The lake
does not only harbor 187 different
types of bird species but also one of
the largest flocks of flamingoes.
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AnadoluJet, Istanbul Sabiha
Gokeen'den Nevsehir ve
Kayseri'ye karsilikli seferler
diizenleniyor.

*Tarife/ucus saatleri degisiklik
gosterebileceginden liitfen web

sitemizi ziyaret edin.

INFO
AnadoluJet has round-trip flights
between Istanbul Sabiha Gokgen
to Nevsehir and Kayseri.
*Alterations can be made to the schedule/

hour of flights, please visit our website.

anadolujet.com
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@ Et ve bakliyat iiriinlerinin yogun oldugu Kirsehir mutfaginda lepe, cullama,
pancar ¢irpmas, cirleme, kedi batmaz, kegkef, yarma as1 ve ayva dolmasi éne
¢ikan yemekler arasinda.
In the cuisine of Kirsehir, which is predominated by meat and pulses, dishes such as
“lepe,” “cullama,” “pancar cirpmasy,” “cirleme,” “kedi batmaz,” “keskef,” “yarma as,”
and “ayva dolmast” (stuffed quince) come to the fore.

flamingo gruplarindan birini
de biinyesinde barindiriyor.
Camurcunlar, pelikanlar,
balikgillar, yagmurcunlar,
kazlar, kilicgagalar, martilar,
bababanlar ve sumrular

burada gérebileceginiz 6nemli
kus tiirleri. Gol, izerindeki
adaciklara yuva yapan kuglar
sayesinde bahar aylarinda bir
kus cennetine déniistiyor adeta.
1990 yilinda Tabiat: Koruma
Alaniilan edilen bolgede 480
binden fazla kug bir arada
yagiyor. Orta Anadolunun deniz
ihtiyacini kargilayan Hirfanh
Baraj Goliy; plajlari ve sosyal
tesisleri ile yaz aylarinda biyiik
ilgi gérityor. Gol etrafindaki
koylerde balik¢ilik yore halki i¢in
onemli bir gelir kaynagi. Termal
kaynaklar bakimindan da son
derece zengin olan Kirgehir
termal turizmde iddiali sehirler
arasinda. Terme, Karakurt,
Bulamacli ve Mahmutlu
kaplicalar: Kirgehir'in énemli
kaplicalarindan birkagz.

Kokleri Orta Asya’ya kadar
uzanan saz ve soz kiltiiriniin
Anadolu’daki ifadesi olan
bozlaklar Orta Anadolu’da,
6zellikle Kirgehir’'de énemli

bir yere sahip. Hicbir miizik
egitimi almadiklar1 halde Turk
Halk Mizigine unutulmayacak
eserler kazandiran Agik Said,
Muharrem Ertag, Cekic¢ Ali,
Semsi Yastiman ve en bityik
saz ve sz ustalarindan biri olan
Neget Ertas gibi ozanlar tlke
genelinde miizigin gelismesine,
yeni eserlerle yeni sanatcilarin
ortaya ¢ikmasina katkida
bulunmus.

Abdallik geleneginin bir parcas:
olan bozlak kiiltariini canh
tutmak amaciyla T.C. Kiiltiir ve
Turizm Bakanhg tarafindan
desteklenen projelerle bu
kaltar yurt icinde ve yurt
disinda yasatilmaya caligiliyor.
Kirgehir'in mizikle ytizyillardir
stiren yolculugunun yani sira
Abdallik ve bozlak geleneginin
sehre biraktig: kiiltirel miras
da g6z 6niinde bulunduran
UNESCO, sehri miizik alaninda
Yaratic1 Sehirler Agrna dahil
etti. Ahiler Kalkinma Ajansi,
Kirgehir Belediyesi ve ilgili
kurum ve kuruluglarin ortak
caligmalariyla yuritilen

stire¢ ekim ayinda bagariyla
sonuclandi. Kirgehir'in miizikle
yogrulmus kiltiiriini 6n plana

Teal ducks, pelicans, herons, ringed
plovers, geese, avocets, seagulls,
Eurasian bitterns, and common
terns are among the bird species you
can observe here. Thanks to the
birds nesting on the small islands on
the lake, this turns into a birds’
haven in spring. Declared a Natural
Conservation Area in 1990, it is the
natural habitat of more than
480,000 birds. Meeting the need for
a body of water in Central Anatolia,
the Hirfanl Dam Lake gets a lot of
attention in the summer with its
beaches and recreational facilities.
Fishing is a substantial source of
income for the people of the villages
around the lake. Quite rich in terms
of thermal hot springs, Kirsehir is
one of those cities that has a say in
the thermal springs tourism. The
hot springs in Terme, Karakurt,
Bulamagh, and Mahmutlu are some
of the most prominent in Kirgehir.
“Bozlak” a type of folk song that is
the expression of the saz and lyrics
culture with roots that date back to
Central Asia, is significant to
Kirsehir. Even though they had
absolutely no musical training,

bards such as Astk Said, Muharrem
Ertas, Ali Cekic, Semsi Yastiman,
and Neset Ertas, one of the greatest
of saz and lyrics masters, have
greatly contributed to Turkish folk
music, have served the development
of music across the country, and
enabled the arrival of new artists
and new musical pieces to the scene.
With projects supported by the
Republic of Turkey Ministry of
Culture and Tourism that aim to
keep the “bozlak” culture, which is a
part of the wandering bard
tradition, alive, this culture is being
promoted both across the country
and the world. Besides the
centuries-old journey of Kirsehir in
music, taking into regard the
cultural heritage vested in the city
by the wandering bards and
“bozlak” tradition, UNESCO
admitted the city to the Creative
Cities Network in the music
category. Last October, the process
run by the joint efforts of the Ahiler
Development Agency, the Kirgehir
Municipality, and the concerned
institutions and organizations
ended in success. To bring the

@ Kamanhéyiik'te 1985 yilindan beri yapilan kazilarda cikarilan eserler
Kalehoytik Arkeoloji Miizesi'nde sergileniyor.
The findings unearthed in the excavations in Kamanhdéyiik, which have been
ongoing since 1985, are on display at the Kalehéyiik Archaeology Museum.
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cikaracak bu siirecte bircok
projenin de hayata gecirilmesi
planlaniyor. Diinyanin bu

ag icerisinde yer alan diger
sehirleriyle is birligi yapilarak
Kirgehir'in uluslararasi anlamda
tanitilmasi saglanacak.
Uluslararasi sanatcilarin sehirde
agirlanmasi planlanirken

yerel sanat¢ilarin da yine

sehir icerisinde performans
sergileyebilecekleri alanlar
olusturulacak. Bu kapsamda
uluslararas: bir miizik
caligtayiyla beraber miizik
kiltarintn gelecek nesillere
aktarilmasini saglayacak Cocuk
ve Miuzik projesi de hayata
gecirilecek.

5 bin yallik bir tarihe, dogal
guzelliklere ve zengin muzik
kiltarine sahip Kirgehire
gitmek icin artik cok daha fazla
vesile var kesinlikle.

culture of Kirgehir, which is blended
with music, to the forefront, there
are plans to carry numerous
projects into effect. Through
collaborations with the other
cities of the world included in this
network, Kirgehir will be
promoted on an international
platform. As international artists
will be hosted in the city, stages
where local artists can perform
will also be designed. Within this
scope, along with an international
music workshop, a project
focusing on children and music in
order to endorse the culture of
music to generations to come will
also be brought into action.

There certainly are more than
enough reasons to visit Kirsehir
which holds in its bosom a
5000-year-old past, natural
wonders, and a rich music
culture.

@ Tastan yapilmis geleneksel Kirsehir evleri iki kath ve i¢ sofal bir planla inga
edilmis.
Traditional Kirgehir stone houses are built with a plan of two floors and an inner
courtyard.

© Hirfanh Baraj Géli, sehrin deniz ihtiyacini karsilarken etrafindaki kéyler icin de balik¢ilig: nemli bir gelir kaynag kiliyor.
Whilst meeting the need for a body of water, Hirfanli Dam Lake also allows fishing to become an important source of income for the villages surrounding it.
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